Making PDF Files

with Crop Marks & Bleeds for a Commercial Printer

Adobe, as well as many other software programs, have built-in capabilities of making a PDF file. Many programs rely on Adobe Distiller for
turning files into PDF documents, so it may also need to be installed to generate a PDF file. Although Adobe is the industry "standard,"
there is other (less expensive) software Available, and some are even free: PDF995, AcroPDF and CutePDF.

This tutorial will be using screen-shots from Adobe lllustrator to explain some of the settings used to make PDF files. There is some varia-
tion in software dialogue boxes (even between other Adobe products and versions), so your software's interface may be a little different.
They are all very similar, so with a little trial-and-error you should be able to find the same settings in your particular dialogue boxes.

The only challenge may be finding where your PDF creating dialogue is located for your particular software and configuration. It may be
located by one or more of three possibilities:

FILE > SAVE AS ... and look for PDF as a choice
FILE > EXPORT ... and look for PDF as a choice
FILE > PRINT ... and look in the choices of available print devices (such as PDF995)
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To make the PDF, click the PRINT button in the interface and direct
the dialogue box as to where you wish to put the PDF file.
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